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Framework Structure
• Preamble
• Part A: Context (Agenda, Purpose, Audience, Women-led, 

Standards, and Scope)
• Part B: Approach (Impetus, Normative Basis, Principles, 

Objectives, Defining Priorities, and Tools)
• Part C: Partnerships (Co-creation, Self-organizing, Primary 

Actors, Groupings, Trust, Governance, and Capacity).
• Part D: Implementation (Entry-points, Reporting, Outcomes or 

Processes, Duration, Monitoring, Data, Resourcing, Disputes and 
Support)
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Limited understanding & response
• Climate change affects everyone, but hits the poorest and those without secure 

land rights the hardest. At the bottom of this ladder are women and girls.
• Climate change discussions has remained under the exclusive realm of scientists 

and governments. 
• In the aftermath of disasters, the poor with no security of land tenure have the 

least capacity to recover and rebuild.
• Poor people are often left out of climate change discussions, treated as victims 

rather than active responders. Planning for mitigation and responses are often 
top-down. In the planning of adaptation and mitigation programs, those without 
legal property rights are often left out of the discussions. 

• Land is both a source and a sink if greenhouse gases. Thus the way in which land 
is allocated, used, managed and governed impacts significantly in overall GHG 
emissions and climate change.



Limited understanding & response
• However, there is still limited (yet growing) understanding and response in 

addressing the nexus of the impacts of climate change, social and policy 
responses, and need for land tenure security.

• Governments may take measures that  prevent affected families from returning, 
including establishing prohibited zones. However, the “prohibited areas” may be 
allowed for investments.

• Securing land tenure rights for women and girls is key for their social and 
economic well-being and in climate change adaptation and improving 
resilience. When land rights are placed in the name of women, this enhances 
their tenure security and allows more benefits to flow to their children and 
dependents. 

• While there has been laws and policies that advance women’s land rights, the 
implementation remains weak. 



New social contract and land tools
• Need to look at climate change issues from the grassroots, from the lens  of 

women and girls, and using a rights-based framework. 
• A new social contract is necessary to facilitate climate justice for women and 

girls using their women-land rights experiences and initiatives for inclusive and 
embedded multi-stakeholder partnerships. 

• Land tools are essential in implementing this social contract.
• Established in 2006, the Global Land Tool Network (GLTN) is a global, 

multistakeholder alliance of more than 85 international partners committed to 
increasing access to land and tenure security for all, with a strong focus on the 
poor and women.

• GLTN and partners have developed land tools addressing various themes: 1) 
access to land and tenure security, 2) land management and planning, 3) land 
administration and information, 4) land based financing, 5) land policy and 
legislation, and 6) cross-cutting themes [land-gender, cc, conflicts, food security] 



New social contract and land tools
• Some examples of GLTN tools: Gender Evaluation Criteria, Social Tenure Domain 

Model, Tenure Responsive Land Use Planning
• However, these tools need to be reviewed and perhaps retrofitted so that 

added protection of communities and increased resilience against the negative 
impact of climate change.
>  Risks assessments and disaster planning to include land tenure dimension 

and land rights of women and girls
>  Planning to include defining livelihood activities that are essential for 

communities to protect and defend their rights to ;land
>  Documenting how land rights of women have improved capacities of families 

and communities to implement resilient actions
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