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MOST VISIBLE 
ISSUES
• Pollution 

• Climate change – drought, flood 

• Encroachment of forest lands/
Deforestation 

• Global warming  

• Energy   

• Water 

• Waste disposal – plastic everywhere  

• Ocean acidification/heat/sea level rise 

• Ozone layer depletion

THE DISCONNECT
• Do we communicate with our audience  

• How are these affecting us in our daily 
lives  

– How are these affecting our 
businesses, livelihoods, living 
expenses, ease of life 

• What are we doing about it 

• What are others elsewhere doing about 
these   

• What the governments are doing to 
ease the situation and create comfort



ROLE OF JOURNALISTS
• Service Provider - inform audiences and provide reviews of new products and services, report 

on new trends and ideas, promote the lifestyle industries and, provide advice to audiences. 

• Life Coach – motivate people to change their lifestyle, offer examples of how people can live 
their lives each day, help people navigate through their lives 

• Community Advocate - provide a forum for readers to ask questions, also more critical roles 
such as advocating for audiences’ interests, telling audiences about ethical and moral 
dimensions of certain lifestyles and experiences, and monitoring and scrutinizing businesses 
involved in the lifestyle industries. 

• Inspire and Entertain - lets audiences relax, provide ideas on how audiences can spend their 
time

~ Taylor’s & Francis Online: Journalistic Roles and Everyday Life



ROLE OF JOURNALISTS 

• The purpose of journalism is thus to provide citizens with the information they 
need to make the best possible decisions about their lives, their communities, 
their societies, and their governments. 

• People care most about things that affect them

https://www.americanpressinstitute.org/journalism-essentials/
what-is-journalism/purpose-journalism/



https://www.americanpressinstitute.org/journalism-
essentials/what-is-journalism/purpose-journalism/

Can Good Stories In
spire Change? 

 



Musical pillars in the Vitthala Temple 
complex, Hampi, Karnataka, India

Response

Evidence

Limitations

Insight







✓ Focus on Limitations 
and Insights

✓ One/two of the pillars 
can take centrestage

✓ The pillars can 
overlap/merge



T H E R E F O R E ,   
 

W H Y ?



✓Well-being of journalists 

✓Inform, Inspire and Engage the audience 

✓Encourage audience to adopt sustainable changes 

✓Holds government offices, policy makers accountable 

✓Tells citizens what to expect from administrators 

✓Good for the newsrooms – increases audience engagement, surveys show that the audience are 
more willing to continue with their subscriptions, newsrooms have admitted that adopting Sojo 
has helped increase their revenues  
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